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EXCURSION: 15th September, 1974. DUNOLLY AREA. 

Meet at Crockers at 9,25 a.m. and depart at 9.30. For those unable 
to attend in the morning, we will meet at the Dunolly P.O. at 

1.50 pem. The morning will be spent in bushland in the Bet Bet 
area, In the afternoon we will meet our leader, Mr. H. Beer, 

and also members of the Dohald History and Natural History Society 
with whom we shall share the afternoon. This excursion should 
prove extremely interesting as the wildflowers will be in full 
bloom (acacias, eriostemon, boronia, grevillea, numerous species 
of orchids, helichrysum, flame heath, etc, etc) and Mr., Beer is 

an excellent botanist who knows the Dunolly area well, and members 
need have no fears that we will be led on a reliability trial like 
last year's excursion to the Pyrenees = there are no hills! 


TONIGHT: Our Club member, Miss Burgess will tell us moré of her 
tour last year to Argentina, 


NEW MEMBERS: We welcome Mr. & Mrs. 5. Reynolds and also Miss 
Alison Ferrier to our Club and hope that hers enjoy the Club 
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L.C.C. REPORT: The Land Conservation Council recently anhounced 

the publication of the Hast Gippsland Study Area report. The area 

covered is east of the Snowy River and includes the Mallacoota 
area. . 


HERBARIUM CHARGES: Our Club, along with most others, is against 
the charge of $1.75 recently announced by the Herbarium for 
identification of Specimens. We feel that Clubs such as ours 
should be exempted from paying charges, as specimens are not sent 
until we have done all we can ourselves to identify the plants. 
It is hoped that the authorities will reconsider the imposition 
of such fees. 


"ENVIRONMENT 84"; Ballarat Region for Advancement of Continuing 
‘Education are organising a course of Six lectures, entitled 
"Environment 84", They will be held at the Mair Street Education 
Centre, and will commence on 17th September and conclude on 

22nd October. The cost will be $4.50 for the course, or $1.00 
per lecture. Some of the speakers will be from the Department 

of Urban and Regional Development, Forestm Commission eile y 
Australian Conservation Foundation. . | 


FIIMS: The Forests Commission has produced a 30 minute film 

"The Living Forest" on native Victorian forests and inhabitants. 
This is a delightful film of all facets of forest life with little 
or no intrusion -by Man. Some of the floral and bird photography 


is‘ very pleasing. An interesting sequence occurs when a tuan - 
(phascogale) catches a marsupial mouse while preying on the 
forest floor. | 

Comalco, produeing "Natural Australia" films have released 
three new films - "Budyptula minor" on Fairy Penguins, "Birds of 
the Tide" and "Nectar Eaters"; each is 15 minutes in length and 
directed by Graham Pizzey. Some of the sequences in "Birds of 
the Tide! are reminiscent of a stately ballet. ‘The first two films 
were taken on Phillip Island while "Nectar Eaters" was taken in 
the New England Ranges. 
NATURE SHOW: "Angair", a conservation group centred around Anglesea 
and Airey's Inlet, is staging a Nature Show on 28/29 September. 
Wildflowers and Arts and Crafts will be featured. 
PINES: The Standing Committee of Environment and: Conservation is 
conducting an enquiry on softwood and wood-chipping. The environ- 
mental, social and economic impact of these industries will be 
studied. Hearings began early this month. We hope that all future 
pine plantations will be established on land that is already cleared. 
CANADIAN EXCURSION: A handful of members visited the Canadian 
bushland on 4th August. A few plants were starting to bloom, 
including sarsaparilla, scented sundew, golden bush pea, pink heath. 
tetratheca and beard-heath. Interest was centred on sundews and 
several colour-shades of the scented sundew were seen, varying from 
light green to a claret colour. A second species, the tall sundew 
was found on a hillside. The Austral grass—trees were admired, and 
concern was felt regarding the dying plants, thought to be due to 
the cinnamon fungus. A quick trip was afterwards taken to the 
area outlined to us at the meeting by Mr. Peter Skilbeok — the 
. proposed Site of an environmental study area for school children 
in the Nerrina - Invermay bushland. 
BONESEED: A"workshop conference" was held recently at Rosebud to 
discuss the South African Boneseed, a small shrub that is over= 
powering native flora in the State, especially on the Mornington 
and Bellarina Peninsulas. Although not numerous in our owm area, 
it is well established in parts of Creswick and also at the Devil's 
Kitchen (Piggoreet), and may well invade other areas if left to 
grow unchecked. 
HOLIDAYS: Mrs. Bedggood had a very interesting fortnight in the 
Simpson Desert area with members of the Bird Observers Club. Mr.Fry 
and family spent a week on a houseboat on the Murray River in the 
Mannum = Murray Bridge area. Birds were plentiful all along the | 


river, especially ducks, herons and cormorants. Mr. Fry listed 

56 species, including purple-backed wren, white-backed swallow and 
pied butoher—bird. While we in Ballarat had rain every day, the 
“Frys had rain on only one day. We will hear more about the river- 
boat holiday in next month's newsletter, There will also be a 
report of the Club camp-~out in the Big Desert held on the weekend 
31st August - 1st September. 


OCTOBER ACTIVITIES: On 4th October, Mr. M. Westbrook will be our — 
guest speaker, his subject "Inseots". On 6th we will visit the 
Newstead area under the leadership of Mr. Coles and on 20th we 

will combine with the Maryborough F.N.C. in the Clunes — Talbot area, 


